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CURRICULUM VITAE - SUMMARY
	NAME:
	Howard Charles Thomas BA ATCL

	BIRTH DATE:
	30 July 1946
	

	ADDRESSES:
	Home:

	15 Kings Park, George Street, Windsor East, Randburg, South Africa

	
	Postal:
	PO Box 2927 Pinegowrie 2123, South Africa

	
	Office:
	Busvannah Communications, 15 Kings Park, George Street, Windsor East, Randburg

	TELEPHONE:
	(Home)
	(011) 678-6016

	
	(Work)
	(011) 678-6016

	
	(Fax)
	086 503 0670

	
	(Cell) 

	083 441 0672

	EMAIL:
	howard@busvannah.co.za


	Website:
	www.busvannah.co.za


EXPERIENCE:

	Training Practice
	

	Training Needs Analysis; Training Programme Design; Standards and Curriculum Writing; Training Course Management and Conduct; Training Course Evaluation; Assessment; Moderation; Quality Assurance; Mentoring; Coaching; On-the-job Training.

	Training Courses designed and conducted
	

	Entertainment psychology; Audience Research and Analysis; Broadcast Management; TV Commissioning; TV Programme Buying; SMME development and management; Project management; Interpersonal skills; Sales training; Motivation and attitudes modelling; Organisation development; Mentoring; Career and personal development; Merchandising; medial and pharmaceutical sales training; On-the-job Training

	Business Consultancy
	

	Feasibility studies; intelligence gathering; business plans; marketing strategies; budgeting; training; facilitating.

	Audience Research
	

	Ratings analysis; demographic analysis; consumer psychology

	Film Production
	

	Budgeting; Line production

	Television Production
	

	Contracting; production; writing; directing; production management; audience research; broadcast management.

	Journalism
	

	Research, writing, editing.  Written own books on various aspects of film and television production.

	Marketing and Public Relations
	

	Public relations; promotions; launches; pharmaceutical public relations; media relations; insurance and banking marketing; television and broadcast marketing; house journals and publications; desk top publishing; satellite conferencing

	Corporate video and events
	

	Concept and research; scripting; co-ordination; production

	Theatrical
	

	Concept; direction; production and stage management


HOWARD CHARLES THOMAS

CURRICULUM VITAE​
​Born 


Johannesburg 30 July 1946​

ID


460730 5025 08 0

​Address

15 Kings Park, George Street, Windsor East, Randburg, South Africa
​Postal Address
P O Box 2927 Pinegowrie 2123

​Home Phone

(011) 678-6016 (Answering Machine)

​Marital Status

Divorced

​Current Position
Sole member: Busvannah Communications cc

Contact

Phone (011) 719-4023 Fax (011) 719-4021 Cell: 083 441 0672
Website:

www.busvannah.co.za

EDUCATION​

	1952 ‑ 1963
	Marists Brothers College in Johannesburg

	1963
	Matriculated JMB First Class

	​1964 ‑ 1967
	University of the Witwatersrand

	​ 1967
	Bachelor of Arts. Political Science, English, Economics, Afrikaans, Music, Philosophy

	1967
	Associate Trinity College of Music, London.  Qualified as teacher in Speech

	1989
	Advanced Training Skills

	1993
	PRISA

	​2001
	Writing Unit Standards (The Learning Network)

	2002
	Plan and Design the Learning (Gray Training)

	​2003
	Assessor and moderator (Unit standards 7976, 7977, 7978) 

	2004
	QA design and management training (US 15228); US 9954, 9931

	2006
	UJ Certificate in Entertainment Law

	2006
	International Diploma in Teaching and Training – City and Guilds, London

	2007
	Certificate in Media Law – University of Johannesburg


EMPLOYMENT​


March 2000 to present

Busvannah Communications cc

Proprietor

Trainer, lecturer, facilitator, writer, researcher in the cultural industries. 
Private consultant on entertainment economics and strategies; feasibility and intelligence gathering; training and development consultant.  
Clients and activities

Clients include the National Film and Video Foundation; Kwa Zulu Natal Province; SABC; M-Net; e.tv; UNESCO; ILO: Department of Arts, Culture, Science and Technology; Dept of Communications; ABSA Internal Communications; Sasani Ltd; PricewaterhouseCoopers; NEMISA; HSRC; VideoVision Entertainment; foreign professional journals and many private production houses. 
Training courses designed, conducted and evaluated for Rhodes University; University of Johannesburg; University of the Northwest;  AFDA; WITS University; Botswana Television; Tshwane University of Technology; Durban University of Technology; 

Consultancy for SABC Air Time; SABC Content Hub; SABC Education; DStv (Multichoice), SABA and SADC; NEMISA, Newtown Film & TV School;
Research and writing of text books on TV Production; Co Production; Broadcast Management; Audience Psychology; Educational Television.
Research into subtitling in South Africa.  Work in progress on research based books on subtitling, audience psychology, managing a production business and culture in South Africa.

Training material alignment to Unit Standards, and training quality assurance for Concept Interactive; The Animation School; Itumeleng Training Services; SABC Training

Media Management training for SABC.  Specialising in co-production and management development.  Developed first ever subtitling training courses.

Curriculum writing for CHE film and TV schools.  Alignment of training courses to SAQA unit standards.

Lecturing in broadcast management, pitching and audience psychology at Rhodes University, Wits University; Durban University of Technology; University of Johannesburg and Tshwane University of Technology.

April 1997 to February 2000


Sun Circle Publishing (Pty) Ltd


Editor Screen Africa – News and Screen Africa – Magazine

Duties:  Editing a monthly newspaper and quarterly magazine for the entertainment industry, business development, conceptualising, researching and organising events, training courses and promotional projects.

Nov 1995 to March 1997

Doddington Direct CC

Editor AV Specialist

Duties: all aspects of editing and writing a specialist publication - research, development, business management.

Mar 1994 to Oct 1995

Shaw Pictures CC

Television Producer

Duties: All aspects of broadcast video production from research through to production and broadcast, obtaining sponsors.  Programmes:  The TV Doctor, The TV Dentist, Beckett's Trek.  Corporate image and training videos for commerce and industry.

Nov 1985 to Feb 1994

Wellcome (Pty) Ltd

Nov 1985 to Mar 1986 - Audiovisual Officer

Duties:  ​Video production (research, scripting, direction and editing) of in‑house training and communications programmes.  Marketing and production of programmes commission by outside companies (Liberty Life, Air Products, CNA, Pretoria Wholesale Druggists, OK, Checkers, and Hyperama).​​

Apr 1986 to Apr 1991 - Communications Manager

Duties:  (extended to Zimbabwe and Zambia) ​Video production:  (as above).​ Training: Management, skills, non‑medical sales and technical.  Conduct of needs analysis, research and development, course conduct and evaluation​. In‑house Public Relations: Recreation clubs, social responsibility, editing and production of in‑house newspapers and journals.  ​Personnel:  Succession planning, staff education, mentoring.

May 1991 to Feb 1994 - Public Relations Manager

Duties:  (South Africa only) ​Design and management of PR plan and systems, budget control, press, public and opinion leader liaison, promotions and sponsorship design, control and management, corporate image​

Jul 1979 to Sept 1985

Howard Thomas and Associates

​Proprietor of own business.  

Public Relations Consultancy.  Audiovisual, Film and Video Production.  Clients included Deloitte, Haskins and Sells, Liberty Life, Gallic Construction, Barclays Bank, Dorbyl Ltd, Johannesburg Turf Club, Grinaker Precast, Anglo American Life, BMW, Sasol Coal, Gencor, Checkers.

Apr 1975 to Jun 1979​

South African Broadcasting Corporation

TV Producer

​Duties:  Research, scripting, direction and production. Budget control.  Casting. Production of international satellite transmissions.  Documentary production.  Programmes included Midweek, The Money Game, The Chat Show, The Changing Sky, Profile, and Spectrum.​

Promoted to Organiser Magazine Programmes: managing twelve producers in the Magazine Department.

1972 to 1974
S A Permanent Building Society
Investment Designer and writer
1971

Capital Films

​Art Director "Next Stop Makouvlei"

1970

Johannesburg Operatic and Dramatic Society
Stage Director "Canterbury Tales", "Man of La Mancha"​

1970

Toerien and Rubin
​Stage Director "Fallen Angels"  "Oh Clarence"

1969

African Consolidated Theatres
​Stage Director "Fiddler on the Roof", numerous variety and vaudeville shows.

1968

Johannesburg Repertory Players
Resident Stage Director: Alexander Theatre

Training Programmes designed, written and conducted 1985 to 1991

​​Industrial Relations, Management by Objectives, Annual Appraisal, Induction, Lateral Thinking, Problem Solving, Time Management, Supervision in Management, Good Manufacturing Practices, Developing Personal Selling Skills, Negotiating Skills, Printing Techniques, Customer Service, Debt Collecting by Telephone, Creative Writing, Presentation Skills, Video Production, Career Planning, Business Basics, MANagement In Action, Television Production, Understanding Media.

Training Programmes designed, written and conducted 1992 to 2000
Audience Research for Broadcast television, Seminars on audience research, Entertainment Economics seminars for private companies. Understanding Broadcasting.  Basic Commissioning Editor Practice. Entertainment Economics.  Entertainment Psychology.  Where is entertainment going?  Why culture is the best investment.  Budgeting and managing money in the New Economy.  Entertainment as an investment in the New Economy.  Why entertainment psychology is the key to commerce.  All the world’s a stage – turning the workplace into theatre. 

Training Programmes designed, written and conducted 2000 to 2009
Audience Targeting and Analysis (public course); Audience Research (public course), The Psychology of Entertainment (public course), Basic Broadcasting (for the SABC),Global Media Trends; Entertainment Economics (for Sasani Ltd), Internal Communications (for ABSA Ltd), Film and TV Production (for AVEA). Project Management. Production financial management. Broadcast Engineering (CBA).  SMME in film and TV production Botswana Television, IPO and CAFTEP. Train the Trainer. Let’s get Real. Pitching (AFDA; WITS; RAU; NFTS). (CityVarsity). Elements of Broadcasting (Rhodes University); Commissioning Editors (for the SABC Content Hub and SABC Education); Subtitling; Acquiring International Content (SABC International Content; Tendering, Mentoring, On-the-job training (Portal to Learning)
Publications

	​1978
	The Money Game​

	1988
	A Guide to Fair Employment

	​1992
	The Good Boss​​

	1998
	Book: Pitching Secrets

	1999
	The Ratings Game

	2000
	Professional articles in Variety, Television International, Film and TV Production Review, Commercials Production Review.

	2003
	Handbook: The TV Producer’s Survival Guide

	2004
	Handbook: The Seven Day Trainer

	2005
	Quality Assurance in Training; The Sixty Minute Trainer; Book: The Art of Pitching

	2006
	Book: The Art of Co-production

	2007
	Handbook: Education in Television

	2008
	Handbook: Broadcast Management

	2009
	Handbook: Targeting an Audience


Awards


	1976-79
	Consumer Council Media Award, Round Table Award for Service to the Community, International Consumer Film Festival Award. Nominated for two Artes and two Tonight Awards.


:
Memberships

NTVA (Deputy Chairperson), IPO, SA-APRS, EISA, advisory committee to the SETA, Standards Generating Body.​
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